Pacific Sun, Weskof Juiy 31- August 6, 3981 





Bv' Wchard Raznikov 



A new look at the wounds 

According to the government. President Kennedy sus- 
tained the following wounds: 

(a) A wound in his back, at the base of the neck and 
slightly to the right of the spine; this is officially a bullet 
entry wound. 

(b) A wound of entry in the occipital region of the 
skull, and a corresponding massive exit wound across the 
entire right side of the skull. 

(c) A wound in the anterior neck; this is officially a 
bullet exit wound. 

To accept the government thesis, one must accept the 
following: 

(a) That a bullet struck the President at the base of 
the neck, leaving no apparent path: this bullet angled 
upward and exited the front of the throat, subsequently 
veering to the right in order to penetrate Governor Con- 
nally’s back, slightly to the left of the right armpit, then 
angling back to the left, collapsing the governor’s lung, 
shattering a rib. blasting a hole in his chest, piercing his 
right wrist and breaking the radius in the wrist, then 
entering his left thigh. This bullet allegedly then fell onto 
a stretcher at Parkland Hospital and was to become Ex- 
hibit 399. the “Magic Bullet," which the government 




says caused all of these wounds yet remained pristine and 
undeformed; 

(b) That a bullet struck Kennedy in the back of the 
head and blasted out a massive portion ofthe skull. 

.According to David Lifton's thesis, Kennedy sustained 
the following wounds: 

(a) A wound in his back, about six inches below the 
base of the neck; this was a "created." artificial wound, 
punched out after death; 

(b) A wound in the occipitoparietal region of the head, 
along the right side of the skuil; this wound was caused 
by a gunshot which struck the President from the front. 
It measured only about tv.’enty percent in area of the 
wound when seen by Bethesda doctors; 

(c) A wound of entry in the anterior neck region; this 
was a bullet wound caused by a shot from the front. 

Lifton's thesis explains that four shots, at a minimum, 
were fired: two from in front, both of them striking the 
President, and two from behind (with Oswald’s rifle). 
The shots fired from the rear caused Connally's wounds 
and a slight wound to a spectator (James Tague) from a 
shot which missed the motorcade. 

Lifton’s work has the advantage of taking ail available 
hard evidence into account, medical reports, ballistics, 
eyewitness accounts and the Zapruder film. It is at least 
partially substantiated by testimony of acoustics experts 
who, analyzing a tape of an open police microphone from 
DeaJey Plaza, told a House subcommittee that four rifie 
shots can be distinguished. This means conspiracy. 




Author's note: It has been several years since the 
last Pacific Sun article on the Kennedy assassination. 
While critics ofthe government's official theory ofthe 
case — that the President 's death wos the result of a 
lone gunman and that there was no conspiracy — had 
essentially destroyed that fiction, they had reached a 
dead end. Proof of conspiracy, even of Oswald's inno- 
cence. had been established: yet two seemingly insol- 
uble problems remained: First. .it was a practical im- 
possibility to pin the murder on specific conspirators: 
second, the "best evidence " of Kennedy 's wounds — 
the official autopsy report of Naval pathologists 
Humes. Boswell and Finck — was strongly at odds 
with virtually every other piece of evidence. And while 
the logical inference seemed to he that these men had 
lied, it was extremely difficult to prove it. 

Now. everything has changed. In a stunning new 
hook. Best Evidence /A/acmiV/an Company;, 700 pp.). 
one of the most respected and meticulous of research- 
ers. David S. Lifton. has uncovered what appears to 
be the truth. It is less complex and more terrifying | 
than anyone had suspected. The importance of Lif- 
ton's work cannot be exaggerated. He has made it im- 
perative that both critics and supporters of the govern- 
ment's case rethink all assumptions. And what he has 
found supplies the missing piece to the puzzle, en- 
abling us to understand 'now crucial evidence was made 
to seem contradictory. In most respects, including the 
identity of key participants, the case has been solved. 
The Jollowing account is necessarily abbreviated, 
since Lifton 's proofs are more detailed and substantial 
than can be recounted. Interested Sun readers should 
read the book themselves. 

The autopsy room at Bethesda Naval Hospital was 
crowded. In addition to the three Naval pathologists. 
Commander James Humes, J. Thornton Boswell and 
Pierre Finck, and medical technicians and a photog- 
rapher, the room overflowed with high military brass. 
Humes, who led the autopsy team, carried on what 
one obseiVer later recalled as a "tense” running con- 
flict with his superiors. Admiral C.3. Hoiioway and 
Captain James H. Stoner Jr. 

Also present were two agents of the FBI. Francis X. 
O’Neill and James W. Sibert. The subsequent report. 
FBI Report 302. turned in by Sibert and O'Neill, cap- 
tured the comments and discoveries of the autopsy 
team. Somehow, Report 302 was not seen by the War- 
ren Commission and was omitted from the 2b volumes 
published by the Commission as Testimony and Ex- 
hibits. 

The five-page, single-spaced Sibert/O’Neill report 
was not overlooked by the critics. However, with atten- 
tion centered on the events in Deaiey Plaza, Lee Har- 
vey Oswald’s background (and CIA connection) and 
the outright lies of various government agencies, the 
enormous significance of the repon went unnoticed 
for years. It was used primarily to help demolish the 
government’s absurd lone assassin theory, since it 
contained an admission by Humes that the wound in 
Kennedy’s back had a depth of less than the digit of 
his finger. Because the government posited that this 
wound was one of entry, with the builet exiting the 
President’s throat, then causing several wounds to 
Texas Governor Connally, and because this theory 
was necessary to minimize the total number of shots 
(and suggest no more than one gunman), the report 
numbered 302 was evidence of conspiracy. 

But e.xcept for Lifton, no one else understood how 



I additionally significant and chilling the Sibert/O'Neill 
report was. As he read the report for perhaps the 
tenth time. Lifton was struck by two paragraphs 
which had eluded everyone else: 

"The President's body was removed . . . and was 
placed on the autopsy table, at which time the com- 
plete body was wrapped in a sheet and the head area 
contained an additional wrapping which was saturated 
with blood. 

"Following removal of the wrapping ... it was ap- 
parent that a tracheotomy had been performed as well 
as surgery ofthe head area, namely, in the top of the 
skull. " 

Surgery of the head area? In the top of the skull? 
This was dearly impossible. The Parkland doctors in 
Dallas had performed no surgery of the head. No one 
had touched the President’s head, certainly not with a 
surgical instrument. What could this mean? 



’ Discrepancies between the observations of the doc- 
tors in Dallas and the findings of the Bethesda path- 
ologists had been seized on by critics for several years; 
they said it meant that the pathologists were lying. 
The government, through the Warren Commission, 
had ignored the differences. To them these discrepan- 
cies simply reflected the usual misperceptions of eye- 
witnesses, and it was the Bethesda autopsy repon, as 
a document which measured the President’s wounds 
in detail, that was the "best evidence.’’ The Parkland 
doctors were simply wrong. 

LIFTON BEGAN TO CHART the differences in 
what Parkland personnel said and what the Bethesda 
doctors reported. It didn't take long for him to realize 
that these discrepancies represented something more 
than erroneous observations. 

Eight doctors and five nurses had examined Ken- 
nedy at Parkland Hospital. Their statements were, in 



Pacific SuD. Week of July 31-August 6, 1981 





all material respects, identical: Each described the 
anterior throat wound as one of entry; each estimated 
the wound in Kennedy’s head as being five by seven 
centimeters (two by two and three-quarters inches) 
and said it was located in the occipitoparietal area (at 
the back of the skull, along the right-hand side); none 
of the 13 saw a wound in the back, nor a wound in the 
back of the head below the larger wound; each re- 

Lifton began thinking the 
unthinkable: Someone had 

taken the Presidents body 
from the casket and altered it. 



membered the tracheotomy incision as being of stand- 
ard length — two to three centimeters. 

The Bethesda findings were startlingly different. 
According to the autopsy report upon which the War- 
ren Commission based its “lone assassin firing from 
behind” theory, the throat wound was one of exit, not 
entrance; the head wound was at least 13 centimeters 
across, with an overall area four to five times greater 
than that described at Parkland, and was located 
across the entire right side of the President’s head, 
from the occipital area across the parietal, and ex- 
tending into the temporal area including the 
forehead; two wounds of entry in the back, missed at 
Parkland, were present at Bethesda — puncture-like 
wounds of identical shape; the surgical incision at the 
throat was measured at seven to eight centimeters in 
length. 



Lifton wondered. The members of each of the two 
groups were in agreement — among themselves. One 
group, either all of the Parkland doctors or all of the 
Bethesda doctors, had to be wrong or lying — unless 
something heretofore unimaginable had happened. 
Two groups of doctors were describing entirely differ- 
ent wounds; it was hard to believe that either group 
had been unable to measure what it saw. 

Lifton returned to the behavior of Humes at Bethes- 
da. As he looked at the body for the first time, Humes 
remarked that there had been surgery at the top of the 
head. He passed on to the throat wound, believing it 
at that time to be simply an abnormally large trache- 
otomy. He probed the back wound to a depth of less 
than an inch. In the early morning hours of the follow- 
ing day, he burned his preliminary autopsy notes and 
first autopsy draft in his fireplace, an extraordinary 
procedure that he was never called upon to explain. 

Critics had long characterized this behavior as plain 
evidence of complicity, but they had missed some- 
thing: a portion of the testimony of Parkland’s Doctor 
Malcolm Perry which suggested just how far from 
honesty the entire autopsy process had traveled. 

Humes placed two telephone calls to Perry in Dallas 
on the day after the assassination. According to Perry, 
“He asked me at that time if we had made any wounds 
in the back. ” 

The government’s claim was that Humes, at first 
puzzled by the absence of a path for the back wound, 
had learned during the autopsy that the anterior 
wound existed beneath the tracheotomy incision, and 
had thereupon concluded that the bullet which entered 
Kennedy’s back had then exited his throat. By his call 
to Perry, Humes demonstrated that far from believing 

continued on page 1 0 
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continued from page 9 

in this idea he actually entertained the thought that 
the wound in the back was not made by a bullet: 

At Parkland, eight qualified doctors described 
wounds in Kennedy consistent with shots fired from in 
front, even though Oswald was allegedly firing from 
behind, unaided. They observed no wounds suscep- 
tible to a different interpretation. 

At Bethesda, three pathologists (none of whom had 
ever performed an autopsy in a case of death by gun- 
shot), described — or at least hypothesized — wounds 
consistent with shots fired from behind. While Park- 
land’s Doctor McClelland saw a “gunshot wound of 
the temple” as the cause of death, Humes and his associ- 
ates saw no entry wound in the temple, because when 
they saw the body the temple was partially obliterated 
in the massive head wound. 

Lifton saw what all of this appeared to mean. He 
tried to find alternative explanations, however hard to 
swallow, but at last began thinking the unthinkable; 
Someone had intervened between Parkland and 
Bethesda; someone had taken the President’s body 
from the casket and altered it, so that the wounds de- 
scribed at Bethesda were simply not the wounds as they 
had been caused by gunfire. It explained not only the 
conspiracy but the modus operandi of the conspirators. 

If Oswald’s rifle was to be fired at all, it had to be 
fired from behind, so as to implicate the patsy. It was 
a defective weapon (the manufacturer had ceased 
putting them on the market over 20 years before) that 
had wholesaled for two dollars. Better rifles had to be 
used, but they could not be fired from behind; what if 
bullets remained in the body? But shooting the Presi- 
dent from the front made it possible both to catch him 
in a cross-fire, minimizing the chance of failure, and 
to effect a trajectory- reversal after he was dead. 
Digging out any fragments that didn’t correspond 
with Oswald’s rifle was an absolute necessity unless 
the FBI was involved, because their laboratory would 
find out that more than one rifle had been used. 

But in digging out bullets or fragments, one hole or 
another would have to be enlarged. An exit wound can- 
not be made smaller to the naked eye, but an entry 
wound can be made to appear to be a wound of exit. 
Thus any shot hitting Kennedy from the front could 
be recovered by going into the body from the front, 
enlarging and obscuring the entry wound to make it 
consistent with a shot from the rear. 

LIFTON STUDIED HUMES’ TESTIMONY in 

volume two of the Testimony and Exhibits. He con- 
sulted medical textbooks. Finally he began phoning 
neurosurgeons. To these doctors he read portions of 
Humes’ description of the wounds, without identi- 
fying the body concerned. Each told him the same 
thing; It sounded as though there had been “explora- 
tory surgery,” or that an autopsy had already been 
performed. One doctor, a Los Angeles neurosurgeon, 
said he “could see why (Lifton) was puzzled; (Lifton 
was) not describing a gunshot injury . . . That brain’s 
been sectioned.” 

Sectioning is done when the brain is cut into, to ex- 
pose the interior and thereby facilitate inspection. 
Humes had testified to deep “lacerations” in Kennedy’s 
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